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VITAL RELIGION. 
(No. VIL) 


The knowledge of theological truth necessary to Vital Rek- 
gion. 


From the subject under consideration, as it has passed in ree 
view before us, it is evident that we cannot set too high an esti# 
mate on vital Religion, nor pursue it with too much diltgenceand 
arder, As the possession of this is a treasure of ifftalculable va- 
jue; as it affords us substantial happiness through every period 
of our existence ; as it elevates us above the evils of life, above they 
fear of death, above dependence on created éxistence ; as it pres 
pares us for eudless enjoyment hereafter in the presence of God; 
it ought to engross the whole of eur attention, and call into a@ehen 
ali the energies of our souls. 

Téthen is a question of the greatest moment, how may we ob- 
tin be session of vital Religion? 

pak iaterest is highly concerned in rightly determining this , 
question: We should enter on the examination of it with candor 
and deliberation, and pursue our enquiries with diligence and pas 
tiencé. We should not be precipitate in out coficlusions. A full 
investigation should precede our determinations ona subject of so 
much conce n 

To gain the possession of vital Religion, we mast, in the first 
place, obtain the knowledge of divine things, 
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Without this knowledge, vital Religion can have no existence, 
Faith and fove are not te fruits of ignorance and folly 3; bui they 
grow out of soundness of mind, ‘ God hath not given us the 
spirit of .ear, but (he spirit of love, and of faith, and of a sound 
mind” It is grossiy absurd to suppose, that we can enjoy the 
life and power of godiiness, and yet at the same time remain ig. 
porant of the doctvines of the gospel. ‘The principles of Chris. 
tianity must be received into the mind, before hey fasten omthe 
hear, and induence the passions; and that Religion which does 
not affect the passions, can have no vitality. It may have the 
form of Godliness; but it will wantthe substance Let the beams 
of truth shine apen it, and it will vanish from our view, as the 
shadaws ef night disappear at.the approach of morniug. 

We must enter deeply into the stady of divine truth, that we 
may acquire 2 kno ledge ot the tiings of Gud. And in doing 
this. we must’ exercise a high degree of caution, lest we form er. 
reneous opinions on the subjects which relate to the lite +0 come. 
The necessity of cautiou will appear evident, from the condition 
of human natare. Imperfection in knowledge is a leading trait 
in the character of man. Our ganderstanding, on every subject, 
is confibed within very narrow limits; and, even within the 
bounds of its operation, it is liable, at every step, to lose the path 
of teuth . ‘This is the case, in particalar, respecting the doctrines 
of Religion. Weare, by vatare, grossly ignorant of the things of 
God. Clouds and darkness are round about us ; and we wan. 
der in the wilds of error, unti! we are illuminated with the beams 
of grace. In.consequence of the fall, our intellectual powers have 
Jost their Origina) acuteness of perception, and their strength of 
reasoning? ‘hey have become weak through physical disorder; 
and they are Subject to be misled by the perversion of their cor. 
rupt hearts. From the colourings of fancy, and illusions of pas. 
sion. we are constantly in danger of recetving wrong impressions, 
and adopting ‘alse principles ; while a predisposition go practise 
deception upen ourselves, arising from a wrong direction of self. 
Jove, gives us a direlul propensity to plunge ourselves into the 
whirlpools of error and corruption. 

We ought. therefore, to examine, with cautious care, every 
proposition which involves our evertasting concerns. We should 
aturn it over and over again, and inspect it on every side. We 
should bring it into the light of revelation, and test it by the Word 
of God Hit will not bear the application ofthis standard. we 
should, without hesitation, reject it as being unworthy of our ac- 
ceptanee. Laying aside the influence of cur passions and preju- 
dices, we should enter on the examination of religions subjects, 
with all possible candor and ‘sincerity. Animated with the love 
of truth, we should seek it with diligence : embr-ce it with cordi- 
ality ; and submit, with cheerfulness, to its coercive influenee, 
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whatever mortificatlons may result from its apiplieation to oar 
‘hearts and lives For we cannot make sacrifices too great, tor 
the purpose ot understanding that divine Science, whicti teaches 
us the knowledge of God. Whatever losses we may -astain, 
whatever sacrifices we may wake, and how great soever the la- 
bors we may periorm, and the'sufferings we may endure, in ac- 
guiving religious knowledge, we shall be. more than compensated 
by its happy influence. ‘ihe subj:mity of divine trath will «xalt 
and ennobie our minds, and its mozail obligations and motive will 
inspice.our hearts with parity of sentiment. ‘The true Knowle ize 
of Religion, carried into practiea! operation, in the government of 
the passions, and the dire of the conduct of life, will lead to 
advaniages tealculablveliibat 

We should be sensible that the acquisition of religious know- 
ledge. will not only justify great sacrifices, but that it will demand 
them at our hands - We cannet reasonably believe, that in will 
cost us nothing to obiaim the knowledge of God. We must psy 
the price of truth or we shall live and die fools. The wise man 
has taught the following lesson: ‘ Buy the trath, and sell it 
not,” 

At the necessity of making sacrifices to obtain the knowledge 
of religion we have already hinted; but as we wish to press it 
upon the minds of our readers, we design going more at large 
into the consideration of this subject. Dissipation of thought, in- 
dolence. prejudice, precipitance, in forming our opinions. 1ordi- 
nate affection, and the turbulence of passion, must be laid down. 
at the fect of truth. It is easy to perceive, that it will cost us 
much to do this; and yet this must be done before truth can be 
ours. 

Dissipation of thought is one of the most general evils among 
mankind. Li ts a very common thing for mento be loose in their 
mental operations. They sufler their thoughts to wander at large, 
without restraint, without rule or government. A natural incli- 
Nation to waste the energies of thought, as the prodigal spends his 
money on every trifling object which happens to please hisfancy, 
is a consequence of our original depravity. This propensity, gen- 
erally overlooked as being a moral evil, is suffered to operate un, 
restrained, even by those who have some sense of moral obliga- 
tion; and from its continued operation, a habit of anconpected 
thinkihg is strengly formed within the mind ; against the propen- 
sity. ag (ist the habit, both possessed of great strength, we have 
to struggle in acqtiring a knowledge of the science of theology. 
To make that resistance which is here necessary, will require 
much éxeriion. The attention of the mind must be placed onthe 
great subjects of Godliness; it must be retained on these sub- 
jects; with all possible intenseness, the rational powers of the 
sou! must be applied to the examination of those great traths, 
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which constitate’ the system of Christianity. This will requirg 


the sacrifice of dissipation. Pik. 
Such a Sacrifice is necessary to obtain a knowledge of human 


science ‘Then how much more so, to gain a knowledge of that 
divine science, which respects the naiure and attributes of ihe Al. 
mighty? We never can enter into the spirit of the Religion of 
Christ, while we suffer ourselves to think loosely on the profound 


doctrines of the Gospel. 


MEDITATIONS 
ON THE HAPPINESS OF HEAVEN. 


(No VIL) 


The happiness of -heaven is of a positive nature. 


How sad is the condition of mortals below the sun! Whata 
train of ills wait on human life, and press upon the sons of men 
through their pilgrimage on earth! ~A flood of misery breaks 
forth from ten thousand avenues, and sweeps them down the 
stream of life, until they pass the gulf of death, and launch upon 
the boundless ocean of &n eternal state 

Happy are they who sanctify the evils of the present world to 
their promotion im virtue and picty. But far happier are they, 
who have been made perfect through sufferings by the grace of 
God, and have ascended, from the evils in this world, to the pre- 
sence of their Redeemer, to enjoy heavenly felicity for ever. 

In that world where Jesus reigns, and displays all his glory, 
what plenitude of enjoyment is bestowed upon the holy inhabit- 
ants! What mortal tongue can express, what human jotelligence 
eoneewe the honor and glory with which God has crowned the 
pedple of the skies! The contemplation of the pleasures of Para- 
dise, affords repture to the pious mind. What then must be the 
enjoyment of those pleasures ! 

The hoppiness of heaven! How the thought of it animates my 
soul! ‘This most delightful theme again occupies my medita- 
iions. Parsue it. with vigor pursue it; O my ssul! until thou art 
lost in an ocean of delights | until the powerfully sanctifying in 
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fluence of this subject has transformed thee, ander the agency of. 
the Holy Ghost. into the image of God. 

O happy world of,life!. I bave endeavored to rise to thy plains 
* of bliss, thy hills of glory ! I have travelled, in my meditations, 
through thy realms——and have found no cvil. 1 have found 
in thee—no misery from disordered matter—no grief and sorrow. 
from corruption in society—no paintul sensations from bodies.of 
mortality—no danger and distressing conficts from temptations to 
evil—no regret and excruciating exercises from remains of cor- 
ruption in the beart—for these things have no place in thee ! 

How desirable, O my soul ! is a world pertecely free from evil 
where misery is not, where it can never come; because trens- 
gression is not there, and can never enter ! 

The contemplation of the happiness of heaven, even in those 
respects in which it has passed in review before me, is atteuded 
with exquisite delight. A world free from every kind oi evil, is 
so different from that which I now inhabit, so iar elevated above 
it, that it becomes an object of passionate desire. 

Then, O my soul! what mast thy raptares be, in meditating on 
the positive felicity of the kingdom of God! Freedom trom evil 
is negative happiness—The communication of positive good puts 
in possession of positive happiness. 

The enjoyments of this world, for which mortals panty and 
struggle, and exert every energy of body and soul, are only alle. 
viation of misery. But the least that can be said of heavenly fe- 
licity, is, that it is perfectly free from every kind and every de- 
gree ofevil. Yet this is only negative bliss. We lose ourselves 
in the contemplation of the positive happiness of heaven. 

Our best ideas respecting eternal felicity are extremely imper- 
fect. . As we know not what the saints wil! be, so we know not 
what their happiness will be, in the world to come. . However, 
this much we know, when Jesus Christ shail appear, they wili 
be like him—for they shall see him as he is Vheir happiness 
will resemble the happiness of the blessed God ! 

Immortality of body—elevation in intellectual power—perfec- 
tion in moral excellence—honor descending from God—the en- 
joyment of the society of heaven—intimate union with the happy 
God—and absolute certainty of possessing these blessings through 
the ages of eternity—will open sources of happiness to the saints 
in heaven, altogether beyond the power of mortals to conceive. 

The glorious prospeet which the celestial world presents to my 
view. fills my soul with unutterable emotions. The thought of 
having a right to the tree of life; of gathering its fruit, and eat- 
ing. and living forever ; of possessing all the riches, receiving all 
the glory, and enjoying all the bliss of the city of God ; of seeing 
the gracious “ee all and being like him in excellence and 


glory, in holiness and happiness—is big with ecstasy. Blessed 
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are they that do his commandments, that-they may have a righy 
to the tree of life, and may enter m through the gates into the 


























city. , 
4 my God! when shall Tenter the gates of New Jerusalem, ang 
be for ever freed from the evils of this vale of tears,this howling wi}. 
> derness of sin and wo! When shall [ possess the happiness of the 
upper world? O come in the sanctifying influences of thy Holy 
Spirit, and prepare me for that happy world, where the peopie 
enjoy perfect happiness in the smiles of thy face. Help me to 
hold out a little while longer, in keeping the word of thy patience; 
and when a féw more storms have spent their fury upon me, in. 
volving me in clouds and darkness in this land of affliction, the 
morning of celestial day will break apon my soul, and an eterna} 
calm suceéed the tempests of human fife: 


“ 'Mhere I shall bathe my weary soul, 
In seas of heav’nly rest ; 
And not a wave of trouble roll 
is Across my peaceful breast !” 


There I shall drink of the river of life, flowing from the ffirone 
of God. ‘There I shal! be raised to immorta! honor, in the pre- 
sence of my glorious Redeemer. ‘There [ shall wear a crown of 
glory, and possess a kingdom, the foundations of which ure as 
stable as eternity itself. ‘There I shall be associated, under bonds 
of eternal love, with the wise and the goed of all ages and nations, 
to adore the God of salvation, to love and enjoy him, through in- 
terminable duration. All that the nature of man can enjoy. all 
that infinite Benevolence can bestow on the sons of faith, will be 
my portion, if I keep the commandments of my God. Blessed 
Jesus ! assist me by thy gracious Spirit to do thy commandments, 
Wash me in thy blood from all the ahi -tme of my heart, and 
prepare me for the kingdom ofthy glory. Regard, I beseech thee, 
the voice of my supplication, and answer my prayer, for thine 
own mercy sake.— Amen. 





AN INQUIRY INTO ORIGINAL SIN. 


(No. VII) 


If my conclusions are correct ; if mankind are by nature ander 
guilt on account of original transgression ; then they can have 
no access to God, on principles of natural law. For that law, in- 
stead of securing unto themprivilege to approach the throne, and 
receive benedictions fromiied. is charged with tremendous cor- 
ses against them. It rises. like a column of fire, between them 
and the incensed Deity. » Its awful flames send forth volumes of 
smoke, arid clouds and darkness gather round the pavillion of 
God! On the ground of natural right, mankind cannot approach 
unto their Maker—for all their rights and privileges, arising from 
the principles of natural law are for ever lost 

Will it not follow from this conclusion, that no communication, 
on the ground of original obligation, can be made from God to 
man; and that salvation by any natural cause is utterly impossi- 
ble. It certainly will so follow. These are necessary conse- 
quences of the doctrine of Original Sin. They are truths unto 
which I must subscribe Salvation cannot come fromthe law— 
it cannot arise from nature. ‘The principles of original obligation, 
demand, according to the rights of justice, that man should be 
for ever separated from God and happiness. 

Then is not the condition of man by nature entirely hopeless > 
Most undoubtedly itis © What hope can the princip!es of nature 
afford, when those principles. incerporated into original law, con- 
stitute that law the source of condemnation ? What hope of sal- 
vation can be derived, from primary obligation, when, for a vie- 
lation of it, mankind were under the senteuce of death 

Bat will not these conclusions drive me to desperation? Can 
God act in opposition to the principles of nature ? Can he save 
man in violation of original law ? 

The doctrine of Original Sin, and the consequences resulting 
from it, need not drive me to absolute desperation. It is true, 
they force me to despair of salvation from any natural cause. 
But they need not drive me to desperation, respecting salvation 
from the efficiency of a supernatural cause. I can admit, withoot 
danger of error, that a supernatural cause can exist, and operate 
7 effecting the redemption of the world—for God is above na- 

ure. 

I have no ground to believe. that the divine Being will act, in 
Opposition to the principles of that law, which was originally 
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obligatory on man: ‘Those principles are founded in the phys, 
cal nature of man, and must remain so leng as that nature shall 
exist.. 

- However, were actions of Deity to arise in opposition to pri. 
mary law, I should have no right to consider them as being vio. 
lations of that law. They might alter or destroy its Sergey 
by altering or destroying thephysical nature of man. But would 
they be violations of moral obligation? Byno means For De. 
ity is not ufder the obligations originally binding on human na. 
ture. Violation of moral obligation, can be effected only bys 
limited being, who is placed under the contro! of the obligation 
violated. ; 

But cannot that Being, on whoutliitare depends, on whom alt 
the principles of original law depend, effect the redemption of the 
world, without changing. in the least dégree, that law which ori. 
ginated inthe creation of man? Cannot he devise and execute 
a system of gtace, for the purpose of restoring human nature to 
holiness and happiness, without bearing hard, in any way what. 
ever, on any of the principles of primary law ? - He bas, indeed, 
devised and executed a system of grace, for the salvation of man, 
This system is superior to original law ; and therefore not de. 
pendent upon it. Yet itis so far from being in opposition to the 
Jaw primarily binding om man. that it has made that law honora. 
bie, by satisfying justice for the transgression of man. 

Therefore, I have no feason to despair of salvation, on account 
of the doctrine of Original Sin. ‘This doctrine does indeed, lead 
me te despair of Salvation from the law But it is so far from 
Jeading to desperation, in regard of Salvation by grace, that it 
discovers to me the necessity of grace to effect my redemption, 
and leads me to make application to a throne of mercy, and to 
depend, for eternal life, on the merits of Jesus Christ alone. 

Bat if mankind are, by nature in a state of guilt, must they not 
be-cat off from all gracious communication ? ill not justice re- 
quire that his rights should be fully established ; that his demands 
should be satisfied in the expiation of sin, before the influence of 
grace slieuld be extended unto mankind to restore them to hap- 
piness ? and if so, how can mankind, by nature in a state of guilt, 
be within the inflaence of grace ? 

Mankind are, indeed, by nature cut off from all gracious com- 
mgnication. Justice does require that his demands be satis- 
fied, in the amplest manner, before mankind be restored to the 
divine favor, and blessed with the influence of the grace of God. 
Nevertheless, mankind can be by nature in a state of guilt—and 
yet by grace under divine influence. 

The demands of justice have been fully satisfied—his rights 
completely established—in the stoop of our Lord Jesus Christ. 
In that blood, the payment of the wHOLE penalty incurred by the 
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transgression of the law, was made on the behalf of mankind, by 
the Son of God. ‘Thus, the obstruction, raised by justice on na- 
tural principles, to communications of a gracious nature, was re- 
moved by the operation of supernatural grace. 

It will always remain a trath, that mankind transgressed the 
law of God; and, therefore, whenever they are considered ac- 
cording to the principles of the law, they must be viewed as be- 
ing guilty. But it will also always remain a truth, that Jesus 
Christ expiated original guilt ; and, therefore, whenever mankind 
are considered according to the grace of God in Christ Jesus 
they. must be viewed as being delivered from the guilt of original 
transgression. As by t ence of one judgment came upon 
all men to condemnatio en so by the rightcousness of one, 
the free gift came upon all men unto justification of life. 

That the death of Jesus Christ had a universal. effect on the 
. posterity of Adam, in removing from them the guilt of original 
transgression, is evident from the passage of Holy Writjust now 
quoted, The same truth is also manifest from the following con- 
sideration It was a single transgression whicn brought guilt on 
the world. This one transgression has been pardoned, or it has 
not. If it has not been forgiven, then every one of Adam’s race 
must still be under the curse of the law, and every one who has 

one to another world, mast be in a state of punishment. But 
this is contrary to the whole tenor. of revelation. Then that sin 
which rendered all men guilty, has been forgiven If it has been 
forgiven, then none can be condemned for it—for it cannot be for- 
iven, and not forgiven, at the same time. 

The doctrine of Original Sin, in all its bearings on religious 
truth, need not be dreaded by any one. From this doctrine, we 
cannot fairly draw any inference, which is calculated to mislead 
the mind, or to give a wrong direction to the passions of the heart. 
The knowledge of this doctrine is of the greatest moment to the 
religions man. tis: necessary to understand it, in order to form 
correct ideas on the subject of religion, in a general point of view. 
No one starts right, in a religious life, but the man who begins on 
this ground 

The doctrine of Original Sin, therefore, ought to be well under- 
stood, and firmly defended by all the ministers of the Gospel. 
For error here, will probably lead to error in the rest of the prin- 
ciples of religion, and may be attended with the worst consequen- 
ces in misleading the affections of the heart, and giving a wrong 
direction to the actions of the life. P 

Oo 








ARTICLES OF RELIGION 





HELD BY 





THE METHODIST EPISCOPAL CHURCH 


 L—Of faith in ie Trinily. 
Tere is but one living andt God, everlasting, with. 


out.body or parts, of infinite power, wisdom and goodness: 
the maker and preserver of all things, both visible and invis- 
ible. And in unity of this God-head, there are three per 
sons of one substance, power and eternity ;—the Father, 
the Son, and the Holy Ghost. 


















IL—Of the Word, or Son of God, who was made very man 


The Son, who is the word of the Father, the very and 
eternal God, of one substance with the Father, took man’s 
nature in the womb of the blessed Virgin ; so that two whole 
and perfect natures, that is to say, the God-head and mam 
hood, were joined together in one person, never to be di- 
vided, whereof is one Christ, very Ged and very man, who 
truly suffered, was crucified, dead and buried, to reconcile 
his Father to us, and to be a sacrifice, not only for origind 
guilt, but also for actual sins of men. } 


III.—Of the resurrection of Christ. 





Christ did truly rise again from the dead, and took again 
his body, with all things appertaining to the perfection of 
man’s nature, wherewith he ascended into heaven, and there 
sitteth until he return to judge all men at the last day. 
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1V.—Of the Holy Ghost. 


The Holy Ghast, proceeding from the Father and the 
Son, is of one substance, majesty, and glory with the Fa- 
ther and the Son, very and eternal God. : 


V.— The sufficiency of the Holy Scriptures for Salvation. 


vation ; so that whats is not read therein, nor may be 
proved thereby, is not to be required of any man, that it 
should be believed as an article of faith, or be thought re, 
quisite or necessary to salvation. In the name of the Holy 
Scripture, we do understand those canonical books of the 
Old and New Testament, of whose authority was never 
any doubt in the church. 


Holy Scripture 3 all things necessary to Sale 


The Names of the Canonical books. 


Genesis, The First Book of Chronicles, 
Exodus, The Second Book of Chronicles, 
Leviticus, The Book of Ezra, 

Numbers, The Book of Nehemiah, 
Deuteronomy, The Book of Esther, 

Joshua, The Book of Job, 

Judges, The Psalms, 

Rath, The Proverbs, 

The First Book of Samuel, Ecclesiastes, or the Preacher, 
The Second Book of Samuel, Cuantica, or Songs of Solomon, 
The First Book of Kings, Four Prophets the greater, 
The Second Book of Kings, | Twelve Prophets the less: 


tT 
All the Books of the New Testament, as they are com- 


monly reeeived, we do receive and account canonical, 
. 


% 

















VI—Of the Old Testament. 


The, Old Testament is not contrary to the New: for beth 
in the Old’ and New Testament, everlasting life is offtred 
to mankind by Christ, who is the only Mediator between 
God and man, being both God and man, Wherefore, they 
are not to be heard, who feign that the old Fathers did look 
only for transitory promises. ugh the law given from 
God by Moses, as touching cer€mf@nies and rites, doth not 
bind Christians, nor ought the civilyprecepts thereof of ne. 

‘-cessity be received in any commonwealth: yet, notwith. 
standing, no christian whatsoever is free from the obedi. 
ence of the commandments, which are called moral. 






















VIL —Of Original or Birth Sin. 


Original sin standeth not in the following of Adam (as 
the Pelagians do vainly talk) but it is the corruption of the 
nature of every man, that naturally is engendered of the of 
spring of Adam, whereby man is very far gone from origi. 
nal righteousness, and of his own nature inclined to evil, 
and that continually, 


VIIL-— Gf Free- Will. 


The condition of man after the fall of Adam is suth, 

er that he cannot turn and prepare himself by his own natural 
strength and works to faith, amd calling upon God : Where- 

: fore we have no power to do good works, pleasant and ac 
ceptable to God, without the grace of God by Christ pre- 
venting us, that we may have a good will, and working with 
us, when we haye that good will. 
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1X.—Of the Justification of man. 


We are accounted righteous before God, only for the 
merit of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ by faith, and 
not for our own works or deservings ;—Wherefore, that 
We are justified by faith, only, is a most wholesome doce 
trine, and very full of comfort. 


X oF Good Works. ° 


Although good works,\which are the fruits of faith, and 
follow after justification, cannot put away our'sins, and en. 
dure the severity of God’s judgments: yet are they pleas- 
ing and acceptable to God in Christ, and spring out of a 
true and lively faith, insomueh that by them a lively faith 
may be as evidently known, as a tree is discerned by its 


fruit. 















X1.—Of Works of Supererogation. 


Voluntary works, besides, over and above God’s com, 
.mandments, which they call works of supererogation, can- 
nét be taught without arrogancy and impiety. _ For by them 
men do declare, That they do not only render unto God 
as much as they are bound to do, but that they do more 
for his sake, than of bounden duty is required: Whereas 
Christ saith plainly, When ye have done all that is com. 
manded you, say, V/e are unprofitable servants. 


XII —Of Sin after Justification 

Not every sin willingly committed after justification, is 
the sin against the Holy Ghest, and unpardonable. Where- 
fore, the grant of repentance is not to be denied to such as 
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fall into sin after justification : After we have réecived the 
Holy Ghost, we may depart from grace given, and fall into 
sin, and by the grace of God, rise again, and amend our 
lives. And therefore they are to be condemned, who say 
they can no more sin as long as they live here ; or deny the 
place of forgivefiess to such as truly repent. 




















XIIl — Of the Church. 


The visible Church of Christ i> congregation of faith. 
ful men, in which the pire Word of,God is preached, and 
the sacraments duly administcred according to Christ’s or. 
dinance, in al] those things that of necessity are requisite 
to the same, 


XIV.—Of Purgatory. 


The Romish doctrine concerning purgatory, pardon, 
worshipping, and adoration, as well of images as of relics, 
and also invocation of saints, is a fond thing vainly invent, 
ed, and grounded upon no warrant of Scripture, but repug. 
nant to the word of God. 


xv.—0; speaking imihe Congregation in such a tongue tis thy 





people understand, 
“Kis a thirg-pitinly Mpugnant to the Word of God, and 
. the custom 6 imitive church, to have public prayer 






in the church, or ‘to minister the Sacraments, in a tongue 
not understood By the people. 








XV1I—0f the Sacramenis. 









Sacraments, ordained of Christ, are not only badges ot 
tokens.of. Christian men’s profession: but rather they are 
certain signs of grace, and God’s good will towards us, by 
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the which he doth work invisibly in us, and doth not only 
quicken, but also, strengthen and confirm our faith in him. 

There are two sacraments ordained of Christ our Lord, in 
the Gospel; that is to say, Baptism and the Supper of the 
Lord. . 

Those five commonly called sacraments}, that is to say, 
Confirmation, Penance, Orders, Matrimony, and extreme 
Unction, are not to be counted. for Sacraments of the Gos- 
pel, being such as havegpartly grown out of the’corrupt fol- 
lowing of the Apostles; and partlyvare states.of life allowed 
in the Scriptures, but yet have not the likewature of Baptism 
and the Lord’s Supper, because they. have not any visible 
sign, or ceremony ordained of God. 

The Sacraments were not ordained of Christ to be gazed 
upon, or to be carried about; but that we should duly use 
them, And in stich only as worthily receive the same, they 
bave a wholesome effect or operation - but they that receive 


them unworthily, purchase to themselves condemnation, as 
St. Paul saith. 


XVIIL— Of Baptism. 

Baptism is not only a sign of profession, and mark of dif- 
ferenceywhereby Christians are distinguished from others 
that are not baptised; but it is also,a sign of regeneration, 
orihe new birth. The baptism of young children is to be 
retained in the church. 


XVUL—Of the Lord’s Supper. 


The Supper of the Lord is not only a sign that Christians 
ought to have among themselves one to another, but rather 
is a sacrament of our redemption by Christ’s death: inso- 
much, that to such as rightly, worthily, and with faith receive 

































° 304 


the same, the bread which we break is a partaking of the 
body of Christ; and likewise the cup of blessing is a parta. 
king of the blood of Christ. | 

: Transubstantiation, or the change of the substance of 
g bread and wine in the Supper of our Lord, cannot be proved 
by Holy Writ; “but is repugnant to the plain words of Scrip. 
ture, overthroweth the nature of a sacrament, and hath given 
occasion to many suptrstitions. 

The body of Christ is given, taken, and eaten in the Sup. 
per, only after a heavenly and scriptural manner.— And the 
mean whereby the body of Christ is received and eaten in the 
Supper, is faith. 

The Sacrament of the Lord’s Supper was not by Christ's 
ordinance reserved, carried about, lifted up, or worshipped, 





















X1IX.—Of both kinds. 

The cup of the Lord is not to be denied to the lay- people: 
for both the parts of the Lord’s Supper by Christ's ordinance 
and commandment ought to be administered to all Christians 
alike. 


XX.—Of the one Oblation of Christ, finished upon the Cross, 


The offering of Christ once made, is that perfect redemp- 
tion, propitiation, and satisfaction for all the sins of the whole 
world, both original and actual : and there is none other s3\i% 

' < faction for sin but that alone. Wherefore, the sacrifice of 
masses in the which it is commonly said that the priest éoth 
offer Christ for the quick and the dead, to have remission of 
pain or guilt, is a blasphemous fable, and dangerous deceit. 
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XXI—Of the Marriage of Ministers. 


The ministers of Christ are not commanded by God?s law 
either to vow the estate of single life, or to abstain from mar- 
riage ; therefore it is lawful for them, as for all other Chris. 

’ tians, to marry at their own discretion, as they shall judge the 
Same to serve best to godliness. 


XXIL—Of the Rites dnd Ceremonies of Churches. 





places be the same, or exactly alike: for they have been al- 
ways different, and may be changed according tothe diver- 
sity of countries, times, and men’s manners, so that nothing 
be ordained against God’s Word.— Whosoever, through his 
private judgment, willingly and purposely doth openly Break 
the rites and ceremonies of the church to which he belongs, 
which are not repugnant to the Word of God, and are or- 
dained and approved by common authority, ought to be re- 
buked openly that others may fear to do the like, as one that 
offendeth against the common order off the Church, and 
woundeth thé consciences of weak brethren. 

Every particular Church may ordain, change, or abolish 
rites and ceremonies, so that all things may be done to edi- | 
fication. 





XXIIL—Of the Rulers of the United States of America; 


The president, the congress, the general assemblies, the 
overnors, and the councils of state, as the delegates of the 
_ are the rulers of the United States of America, ac- 1 
cording to the division of power made to them by the con- ‘| 


4 stitution of the United States,,and by the constitutions of 
mts Pp 
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their respective states. And the said states are a sovereign 
and independent nation, and ought not to be subject to any 


foreign jurisdiction. . | 7 


XXIV.—Of Christian Men’s Goods. 


"The riches and goods of Christians are not common as 
touching the right, title and possession of the same, as some 
do falsely boast. Notwithstanding, every man ought, of 
such things as he possesseth, liberally to give alms to the 
poor, according to his ability. 


7 » XXV.—Of a Christian Man’s Oath. 


As we confess that vain and rash swearing is forbiddea 
Christian men by our Lord Jesus Christ, and James his 
Apostle; so we judge that the Christian Religion “doth not 
prohibit, but that a man may swear when the magistrate re. 
quireth, in a cause of faith and charity, so it be done accord. 
ing to the prophet’s teaching, im justice, judgment and 
truth. 


The above Articles of our Faith, we have given in this num 
ber, in onder to make some remarks on them, to evince their 
truth and excellence. It would have been very pleasing to us, 
if some abler hand had undertaken this task. We have expecied 
communications on this head ; but us vone has appeared, we have, 
at length, resolved to offer a few observations on the Articles of 
our Faxh. Our readers expect communications of this nature; 
and we are not willing that they should be disappointed. 

The necessity of publishing something on this subject will ap 
pear from the following considerations. i 
~ 1 Misrepresentations respecting the principles of Methodism, 
have been common, and frequently carried to a greate 
is true, our doctrines have been extensively spread th | 
country. Much information, on this subject, has been common 
cated from the pulpit ; numerous books, containing our | honest 
have been pablished to the world ; and many thousand copies of 
atr Discipline, in which our Articles of Religion are found, beve 
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een circulated among the people. Yet we are frequently mi 
represened respecting our religious principles. We. are some 
times represented as holding doctrines which we abhor; and at 
other times, as. denying trutns which we believe to be essential to 
Christianity. P & Page 

2. The prevalent spirit of the times, in regard to religious know- 
ledge, is extremely vain. ‘The science of religion, the most 
found of ali sciences, is comsidered as requiring very little meta 
exertion, in order to understand it. This notion has pervaded 
almost all ciasses of society. Hence it is, that but few meaps are 
used, and but little time spent, forthe purpose of acquiring the 
knowledge of religious troth. _ When we make our calculati 
respecting the people of this couniry, on this ground, we shall not 
be disappointed in finding many of the members of the different 
denominations among us, ignorant of their own doctrines. We 
should be happy to say, that this remark will not apply to the peo- 
ple under our charge—but trath obliges us to acknowledge, that 
too many of our people are ignorant of the doctrines of our church. 

3. The love of novelty and change, is another evil prevalent 
in our times. Every thing, in these days, must be highly sea- 
soned with novelty, to render it palatable tothe people. Obange 
and innovation distinguish the ee. The people seem to have 
forgotten, that truth is of a stable nature; and always-remains 
the same. Truth is generally tao old fashioned and too destitute 
of gaudy, ornaments, to please the present generation. Error, 
which can put on a thousand forms, is often mach better suited te 
the capricious taste of this age of vanity, especially when it ap- 
pears in the trappings of a vain imagination, profusely decorated 
with the flowers of figurative language. 

4. Such, indeed, is the corruption of human nature, that false- 
hood seems’ congenial with it, and extravagence marks it, as 
ene of its most prominent traits. Mankind delight to walk in 
extremes. The way to life isbarrow, Within the limits of this 
way is the ground of truth; and on either side; lie the desarts of 
error and sin. Man has always manifested a strong propensity 
to drive from one extreme to another; and if we mistake not, the 
present.age is making aeny steps from the thorny fields of Anti- 
nomiavi®m, to the barren beaths of Socinianism.— People seem 
not Safsfied unless they tread on extravagant ground. They 
must, it seems, deny the existence of grace, or represent it as be- 
ing “only profuse—form a system of mercy without obliga- 
tion, or @ system of yy gv without grace!!! And this last 
extravagance appears ta be the frenzy of the times. 

‘These considerations have led us to think, that we ought to 
oe some COmmunications respecting our Articles of Religion. 
yome peculiarities, not in the Articles themselves, but in the eir- 
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eumstances of the times, render it somewhat difficult to write on 

jis subject: However we have presumed to attempt it. | 
_. We have published our Articles of Religion, as they stand in 
oor Form of Discipline, unconnected with any remarks of ours ; 
ti at they, may be judged of, in connection with each other, arid 
leading to the great principles of the Protestant Religion—ihe 





ing doctrines of the Gosjel of Christ. 

e shall not enter, at present, into any particular considera. 
tion of the Articles of our Faith, But in our next number, we 
intend to begin a series of observations on these Articles, in order 
to place them in the light of the evidence which goes to establish 
their truth, that their excellence may be manifest to all. 

We particularly wish that it may be onderstood, that, in all our 
Observations on the Articles of eur Faith, we shull cautiously 
avoid departing, in the least degree, from the sense of our Chureh, 
But we more particularly desire, that our readers will bear it in 
ynind, that.if we should be so unhappy as to mistake, in the smal. 
lest shade of thought, the sense of our Church, cur mistake is not 
to be attributed to her Jf our remarks should convey any idea 
not consistent with her sense of these Articles, we request our 
readers not to put that to her account, bat to charge it against us, 
We candidly assure them, that, though we shall endeavor to 
write, with that spirit of independence which characterises the 
lovers of truth, yet we shall make ne observations without intend. 
ipg to defend the Articles which we have subscribed. 
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PRUDENCE. 


Give ear unto the voice of my month, ye children of men. Let 
my counsels be precious in your sight, and lay them wp amon 
the treasures of your hearts. For Iam Prudence; I have dweit 
with wisdom from the days of old ; my precepts are founded ip 
trath ; the virtae of man depends on the doctrine of my lips; I 
lead in tke paths of discretion ; I am the guide of mortals in all 
the labyrinihs of human life. 

Be taught by me, ye sons of Adam, to put a bridle on your 
tongues; and lay your fingers apon your lips, ye Mir daughters 
of Eve. For words pnadvisedly spoken often eat like cankers— 
the shafts of death fly in them, and spread destruction around. 
Communicate wisdom, but be sparing of words. For repentance 
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lows hard upon the-heels of a ‘multitude of words. They want 
not folly; they.are the paths of imprudence, leading to danger., 
‘But in silence safety delights to dwell. 

My counsels are not with those who moek the lame, the deaf, 
and the blirid, and sport with the miseries ef the wreicbed. -‘They 
shall halt themselves, and distress will overtake them suddenly. 

The lip of slander is averse to me. Bitterness of heart is the 

fruit of the slanderous tongue. 
’ “Medesty is a crown of glory to the children of prudence. 
They decline to speak their own worth: let others praise them. 
For the disdain of pride, and the energy of the evil eye, tall upon 
the self important. 

Listen unto me, ye who seek instruction. Let not the taunting 
jest be in your mouth; nor the bitter sarcasm fall from your 
tongue. For they expose to danger; and trouble frequently fol- 
lows close after them. 

The zeccommodations of the pradent accord with their condi- 
tion. They avoid extravagance; they hate luxury and dissipa- 
tion, because these vices lead to misery and death. The chil- 
dren of Prudence remember, that the days of old age may come. 

Avarice is the object of my hatred, because it leads to iniqnity. 
Frugality is my delight, because it is the parent of virtue and 

eace. 

My children are taught to mind their own business ; to take 
care of their own concerns, They meddle not with the concerns 
of other men. 

Limit, ye sons of men, the hours of relaxation, lest the plea- 
sure and advantage arising from relief from care, and cessation 
from exertion, should be purchased at too dear a rate. Let your 
estimation of time exceed all the caleulations of foolish men,— 
Time is atreasure which no man has fully comprehended. 

Under the beams of prosperny, be not elevated to pride ; and 
let not the glitterings of wealth put out the eyes of your cireum- 
spection. Give frugality a place in your actions, in the midst of 
abundance, For in the saperfluities of life, impradence frequently 
lays a foundation for the want of its necessaries,” 

Man is vain. ‘Therefore regard him with reserve, until ye 
have proved the fidelity of his heart, by the propriety of his life. 
Yet indulge not unreasonable suspicions ; and let no uncharitable 
sentence fall from your lips. 

To friends of tried fidelity, let your attachments be firm and 
mF gm The treasure you have in them is worth more than 
go 

Avoid the gifts of the mercenary, and the favor of sinners. For 
they are the snares of virtue, and sources of grief to the soul. 
| Charge not to day with the evils of to-morrow : suffer to mor- 
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wow to care for itself. Yet do not needlessly spend what may 
be wanted to morrow. — 

Be cautious to put nothing at hazard which Providence has 
made sure; and leave nothing in uncertainty, which foresight 
and care can make secure. However, be not too confident in 
expectation of success, from the wisest plans, executed in the 
best manner. For God disposes of times and events. 

Be not ignorant that folly is not always unfortunate, nor wis. 
dom always successful ; and never forget that the foolish are ney. 
er completely happy, nor the wise enturely miserable. 

Above all, let the counsels of my mouth, regarding a future 
state, sink deep into your hearts. Allow not the interests of tine 
to stand in opposition to those of eternity. Seek not the enjoy. 
ment of earthly pleasure, at the expense of eternal happiness. A 
preparation to meet God,.is your great business in lite. This 
should engross al] your heart ; and should be your first and great 
concern. Your secondary regards may embrace your accommo. 
dation in life. But never fail to sacrifice the last, whenever i 
comes in competition with the first; because ther2 is no compari. 
- between the enjoyments of life, and the pleasures of Pars. 

ise. 

Receive, QO ye children of men! receive the instructions of 
prudence. Lay them up in your memories; ponder them in 
your minds; write them on the tables of your hearts. Let your 
¢. with great diligence, tread the paths of prodence. For I 

d to honor and peace on earth, and to glory and happiness ig 
the worldon high, _— ) 


—— : @ oe 







THE REV. FRANCIS ASBURY, 






Bisnor of the Meruovist Eptscorar Cuvurcn, in the Un¢ 
ted States of America, 


Tuts great and good man was born at Barre, in England, on 
the 23d day of September, in 1745. Very early in life he was 
under religious impressions. He says in his Journal, “ I felt 
something of God as early as the age of seven.” When he was 
about thirteen years old, his religious concern, it a s, became 

r and more lasting, and ever afterwards infneneed bim ia 
the conduct of life. 
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At the age of about twenty-one, in 1766, he was admitted, by 
Mr. Wesley, as atravelling minister in the Methodist connexion. 
He continued to travel and preach there uatil the 7th ef August, 
1771 

Some time previous to this, several missionaries had been sent 
by Mr. Wesley to America; and their labors being attended 
with success, it was thoagbt p to send others. r. Asbury 
offered himself for this service, and was accepted. 

He sailed on the 24 of September, in the same year, from a 
port near Bristol for Philadelphia, in company with his mission- 
ary colleague, My. Riehard Wright. Arriving in Philadelphia, 
on the 27th of the October following, they were very affection- 
ately received by the people. 

From this time he continued to exercise his functions as a tra- 
velling minister in different parts of this country until 1779, when 
he was appointed general superintendent of the Methodist So- 
cieties in America. In discharging the duties pees to this 
office, he conducted himself with such propriety and ability as to 
give genera! satisfaction. His prudence, firmness, and integrity 
gained the affection and confidence of the erseeoess and people, 
who had been committed to his charge. e continued to act as 
general superintendent, until the latter end of the year 1784. 

On the 27th of December, in this year, general conference be- 
gan at Baltimore. Here Mr Asbury was unanimously elected 
to the Episcopal office, and was accordingly ordained. Doctor 
Coke, who had been consecrated in England to the same office; 
officiated at the ordination of Bishop Asbury. 

From the time of his call to the episcopacy, Mr. Asbury contin- 
ued for more than thirty one years to travel, preach, and dis- 
charge the duties of his office, with indefatigable diligence. He 
sustained, with the dignity of evangelical simplicity and zeal, the 
character of a Bishop in the charch of Christ ; and though bar- 
dened in the latter part of his life with the weight of years, yet 
nothing seemed sufficient to stop him in his glorious career. His 
bodily weakness for several of his last years was such, as render- 
ed him frequently unable to stand when he preached. Yet he 
would sit in a chair, and deliver the doctrines of the Gospel with 
such energy and animation to listening multitudes, as prodaced 
the most powerful effects. How often, while in this way he ad- 
ministered in the word and doctrine, did terror take hold upon the 
ungodly, peace and consolation flow into the hearts of mourners, 
and rapture fill the bosoms of the people of God. 


r 
When age and infirmity pressed hard upon him, and his friends 
solicited him to lessen his labors, his zeal did not suffer him to 
ield, bat pted him on to the very last. He finished his la- 
rs and life together On the thitd Sabbath in March, 1816, he 


preached at Manchester in Virginia, and on the fourth Sabbath, 
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he delivered his last sermon in Richmond, on the following words: 
For he wili finish the work, and cut it short in righteousness ; 
because a short work will the Lord make upon the earth. Rom. 
ix. 28. On the Tuesday following he travelled twenty-two 
miles ; on ‘Thursday twenty; on Friday twelve ; and on the 
Sabbath following, at 4 o’clock in the afternoon, he finished his 
course, and passed from labor, toil and suffering lo everiasting 
rest in the besom of Abrahum. 

The Bishop possessed, in his last moments, resignation to the 
will of God. He was net insensible of his approaching dissoiu. 
tion; retained his reasonto the last ; enjoyed peace and consoja. 
tion of mind; °and manifested great fervor in his doctrinal exer. 
cises. 

He died a few miles from Fredericksburg, in Virginia, at the 
house of his old friend, George Arnold, Esq. His remains were 
first deposited in the family barying ground of Mr. Arnold ; bat 
soon after cacried to Baltimore, and interred under one of the 
‘Methodist meeting-houses in that city. 

Few men have exceeded Bishop Asbury, respecting the qual. 
ifications necessary to fill the high station which he held in the 
church. His natural and aequired abilities were very respecta- 
ble He read the Holy Scriptures in the languages in which they 
were originally written, and was acquainted with the several 
branches of polite literature. His modesty, however, led him 
studiously to conceal his learning. 
© But what more particularly distinguished him, was his singular 
talent for government. His understanding was strong and com- 
prehensive, and his penetration quick and, deep. He was pos- 
sessed of an extensive acquaintance with human nature; and 
manifested much skill in directing the vast and complicated 
springs which keep in operation the travelling connexion, and in | 
drawing together, and uniting onder bonds of peace and love, the 
numerous societies belonging to the Methodist BE. Charch. 

He possessed another quality not less important, and necessary 
to enable him to discharge the duties of his station. Firmness 
was a distinguishing trait in his character. Nothing seemed able 
to shake his resolution ; which, arising from a high sense of dig- 
nity and propriety, and of his responsibility to God and his church, 
stood, like a pillar, impregnable against every assault. The 
frowns and smiles of the world met his eve, without producing 
any alteration ia his conduct —they were alike unavailing. when- 
ever opposed to the discharge of duty. Perhaps it may be said; 
that his resolution sometimes appeared to border on obstinacy ; 
and his: zeal for the maintenance of order, good government 
discipline, sometimes, when these were disputed. resisted or v!0- 
Jated. seemed to become, in some degree. overbearing «nd severe. 
But howeyer this may be, it is certain, that he possessed a high 
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egree of command over himself; and administered, in general, 
the government of the church with much moderation and pra- 
dence. ‘That he had some defects is not to be denied, .To sap- 
pose him free from every imperfection, would be to place him 
above the condition of the best of mortals. sind, Mes: 

_ He enjoyed grace as well as gifts.. His piety was deep and 
uniform. Vital religion had taken deep root in his heart. He 
Spent much tiaie in devotional services ; ahd appeared to possess 
uninterrupted comaifnion with God,.and great spiritual enjoy- 
ment. Nothing less than solid piety coald so long have secured 
to him, the confidence ond affection of the people over whom he 
presided—For they well know how to distinguish between the 
form and power of godliness. = pile gt oc . 

The bishop, as a preacher, occupied the first rank amon 
ministers. He was deep, spiritual and animated. He detended” 
illustrated and enforced the doctrines of the Gospel, with great. 
energy of thought and strength of expression. His grasp of 
thought being great, and his mind naturally systematic, his dis- 
courses were well arranged, and fell of instruction, He had a 
singular art in comprising any leading doctrine, in all its bearings 
and consequences, within the pamapent of a few words, — Hence, 
though his sermons were generally short, yet they contained a 
vast deal of matter. His voice was strong and manly ; yet it 
was sweet and pleasing, His oratory was bold and dignified ; 
yet it was very natural. It sometimes broke forth impetuoasly 
apon thé immense multitudes who attended his ministry, and 
moved them as the trees of the forest are moved with a mighty 
wind. 

The labors of this extraordinary man were astonishing! 
great. For almost half a century, he traversed this vast conti- 
nent, encountering the heat of summer, and the cold of winter. 
He pressed through every difficulty—throagh storms of rain and 
snow, through dreary forests, and over vast mountains, ini the ex- 
ecution of bis arduous task. During the whole course of his 
ministry, he probably travelled more than two hundred thousand 
miles ; preached from fifteen to eighieen thousand sermons ; 
presided at more than two hundred conferences ; ahd perhaps 
ordained more ministers than any other man. 

But his toils and sufferings are no more. He has entered apon 
everlasting enjoyment, in the presence of his God, through the 
BLOOD of Jesus Christ—For we wish it to be understood, that 
he expected salvation through this BLoop alone. 


Qq 
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A stnevLar document tome time past, made its appearance 
in the public papers. By this instrument, called ‘ The holy 
league,’ the emperor of Russia, the emperor of Austria and the 
king of Prussia, bound themselves in the most solemn manner to 
be governed, in all their pablic and political actions, by the prin- 
an of the Gospel of Christ. Considering the circumstances 
of the governments in Christendom, and the line of conduct 
which they have usually pursued, this paper, we must confess, is 
4 vécy uncommon one. If it were dictated by sincerity, it is 
highly praise worthy. Should these sovereigns prove the since. 
rity of their intention, by firmly adhering to the covenant which 
they have made, they will cover themselves with the brightest 
glory, and secure the greatest advantages to the people over 
whom they preside. — 

When we first beheld this instrament, we must acknowledge, 
that we were not without fear, that the object intended was not 
the ostensible one... We would not be suspicious—but we think it 
abe to be cautious in forming our opinions. Should this 

ague prove to be a deep intrigue of state, we shall not be dis- 
appointed. Should it lay the foundation for a second series of 
crusades, we shall not be surprised. But, we may, indeed, be 
mistaken in our conjectures ; and disappointment in this case will 
give us the highest gratification. We should greatly rejoice to 
see all the nations of the earth, conducting themselves according 
to the principles of the Gespel. ‘Then wars woold cease, and, 

ace would fill the world—for the Prince of Peace himself 
would come down to dwell among men. 

We giyce in this Magazine, the royal and imperial league, not 
because it is a singular paper, and has excited great interest ; nor 
for the purpose of expressing our apprehensions respecting ils 
final cdot Bat because it sets in the most favorable light the Gos. 
pel of Jesus Christ. This instrument stands in direct opposition 
tothe general conduct of the Christian nations. Et places the 
doctrines of Christ, in a point of light highly interesting and 
pleasing, by announcing to the world, that Christianity is directly 
opposed to the spirit and practice of war. For the purpose of 
enforcing this truth, we give, immediately after the league, an 
extract from an address of the Massachusetts Peace Society. 
Without making any remarks on this society, we must confess 
that the considerations which it presents to view, are worthy of 
the most serious attention ; sya by those to whom the ad- 
dress is made. The peaceable principles of the Gospel, ought 
to be carried into all the cordact of man with man, even into the 
tminutest transactions of private life. 
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St. Petersburgh, January 13. 


The following is the manifesto, which his imperial majesty 
published on Christmas day : rae 
‘ By the grace of God, we Alexander the first, emperor and 

autocrat of all the Rassias, &c. &c. hereby make known— 


‘As we have seen from experience, and from the unhappy 
consequénces that have resulted for the world, that the course of 
the potitical relations in Europe betweef¥the powers, has not been 
founded on those true principles pon which the wisdom of God 
in his revelation has founded the peace and prosperity of all na- 
tions. ' ‘ 

* We have consequently, in conjunction with their majesties the 
emperor of Austria, Francis the first, and the king of Prussia, 
Frederick William, proceeded to form an alliance between as, to 
which the other Christian powers are invited to accede, in which 
we reciprocally engage both between ourselves and in relation to 
our subjects, to adept, as the sole means to attain this end, the 
principle drawn from the words abd doctrive of our Saviour 
Jesus Christ, who preaches not to live in enmity and hatred, 
bat in peace and love. We hope and iimplore the blessing of the 
Most High ; may this sacred onion be confirmed between all tb 
powers for theie general good, (and deterred by the union of a 
the rest) may no one dare to fall from it, We accordingly sab- 
join acopy of this union, ordering it to be made generally known, 
and read in all the churches. : 

‘ St. Petersburgh, on the day of the birth of our Saviour, 
25th December, 1815. 


‘ ALEXANDER.’ 
The original is signed by his imperial majesty’s own hand. 


THE HOLY LEAGUE, 


In the name of the Holy and Indivisible Trinity. 

Their majesties, the emperor of Austria, the king of Prussia 
and the emperor of Russia, in consequence of the great events 
which have distinguished, in Europe, the course of the three last 
years, and especially of the blessings which it has pleased Divine 
Providence to shed upon those states, whose governments have 
placed their confidence and their hope in him alone : having ac- 
quired the thorough conviction, that it is necessary for ensuring 
their continuante, that the several powers, in their mutual rela- 
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tions, adopt the sublime traths which are pointed out to us by the 
eternal feligion of the Saviour God. 

Declare solemnly, that the present act has no other object than 
to show, in the face of the universe, their unwavering determina. 
tion tq adopt, for the only rule of their conduct, both in the ad. 
ministration of their respective states, and in their political rela. 
tions with every other government, the precepts of the holy re. 
Jigion, the precepts of justice, of charity and of peace, which, 
far from being solely applicable to private life, ought, on the con. 
trary, directly !o infiuence the resolutions of princes, and to guide 
all their undertakings as Seing the only means of giving stability 
to homan institutions, and of remedying their imperfections, 

P Their majesties have therefore agreed to the following arti. 
cles : 

‘Art. 1. In conformity with the words of the Holy Scriptures, 
which command all men to rega:d one another as brethren, the 
three contracting monarchs remain united by the bonds of a true 
and indissoluble fraternity; and, considering each other as co. 
patriots, they will lend one another, on every occasion, and in 
every place, assistance, aid and support; aud regarding their 
subjects and armies, as the fathers of their families, they will go- 
vern them in the spirit of fraternity with which they are animat. 
ed for the protection of religion, peace and justice. 

Art. 2. Therefore, the only governing principle between the 
above mentioned governments and their subjects, shall be that of 
rendering reciprocal services ; of testifying, by an unalterable 
beneficence, the mutual affection with which they ought to be 
animated; of considering all as only the members of one Chris- 
tian nation, the three allied princes looking apon themselves as 
delegated by Providence to govern three branches of the same 
family, viz. Austria, Prussia and Russia, confessing likewise, 
that the Christian nation of which they and their people form a 
part, have really no other sovereign than HIM, to whom alo 
power belongs of right, because in Him alone are found all the 
treasures of love, of science and of wisdom : that is to say, God, 
our ditene Saviour Jesus Christ, the Word of the most High, 
the Word of Life. Their majesties, therefore, recommend, with 

he most tender solicitude to their people, as the only means of 
enjoying that peace which springs from a good conscience, atid 
which alone is durable, to fortify themselves every day more and 
more in the principles and exercise of the duties which the Divine 
Saviour has pointed oat to us. 

Art. 3. All powers who wish solemnly to profess the sacred 

rinciples which have dictated this act, and who shall acknow- 
Ieee how important it is to the happiness of nations, too long 


¢ ed, that these truths shall kenceforth exercise upon ba. 
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mn destinies, all the inflaeace which belongs to them, shall be 
received with as much readiness as affection in this holy alliance. 
“Made triparte, and signed at Paris, in the year of our Lord 
1815, onthe i4th (26) September. 


FRANCIS, 
*$ FREDERICK WILLIAM, 
ALEXANDER. 





A true copy of the original 
ALEXANDER. 


St. Petersburgh, the day of the birth of our Saviour, the 25tb 
December, 1815. 


AN EXTRACT 






From a Circular Letter from the. Massachusetts Peace Socie- 
ty, respectfully addy essed to the various Associations, Pres- 
byteries, Assemblies and \veetings of the Ministers of Reis- 
gion in the Uniied States. 


Resrecren Fatuenrs ann BRETHREN, 


The Massachusetts Peace Society now address you, on asub- 
ject of the first importance to the interests of Christianity and the 
happiness of the world. 

The crimes and deselations of war have long been a subject 
of deep regret and lamentation to reflecting Christians. ‘The 
incessant havoc of human life and human happiness, produced 
by the custom of settling controversies by the sword, mast shock 
the mind that is not dead to benevolent sympathies and deaf to 
the cries of suffering humanity, or bewildered by some deplora- 
ble delusion. 

How great a portion of the history of Christendom is filled 
with narratives of sanguinary deeds, at the thought of which be- 
nevolence recoils and religion weeps! How have thousands af- 
ter thousands, and millions after millions, bearing the name of 
Christians, been sacrificed on the altars of military ambition and 
revenge! How have provinces been plundered and depopulat- 
ed—cities laid in ashes or sacked, unoffending men, women and 
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children egpoeed by (hoasands to indiscriminate batchery, brutgli- 
ty and insult, to gratify the savage and licentious passions of con: 
ering and ferocious armies! Can any intelligent Christian re. 
deck on the immense slaughter, desolation, oppression and distress 
occasioned by the wars of Christendom, and not be compelled 
to exclaim, Does our benevolent religion justify such wanton 
barbarity ? And‘ shall the sword devour forever ? 

Whatever diversity of opinion may exist among Christians, as 
to the right of self defence, must they not all admit, that 
the ‘spirit of war and revenge’ is the. reverse of the ‘ spirit en- 
joined by the Gospel? When the benevolent, peaceful charac. 
ter of our Lord is compared with the warring character of the 
nations professing his religion, how awful is the contrast! Must 
it not fill the mind with astonishment, anxiety and alarm ? Could 
@ spirit more hostile to the Gospel have been exhibited by thesé 
nations, had they been avowedly Pagans or Mahometans ? 

By reflecting on the present state of the Christian world, and 
the causes and effects of war, the members of the Massachusetts 
Peace Society have been led to hope, that something may be 
done to correct public opinion, and at least to diminish the evils 
of the scourge of vations aad of humanity. Encouraged by this 
hope, they have been inductd to unite their exertions in diffusing 
sentiments of peace on earth, and good will among men.” In 
this great work they need, and they carnestly invite, the aid of 
the ministers of religion of every denomination 

The objects of the society, and the means to be employed for 

their attainment, are stated in the constitution, which will accom. 
pany this letter If the following enquiries and observations 
should seem to imply a fault on the part of Christian ministers, 
still nothing of the nature of reproach is intended. Many, who 
afte represented in ihis address, have Known by experience the 
power of education and popular custom ; and they can sympa. 
thise with others, who are disposed to exercise. If in any in- 
stance the language which may be adopted shall appear too 
strong, you are requested to impate it to an abhorrence of an an- 
ehristian custom, and not to disrespect towards Christian breth: 
ren. 
From the history of mankind, it is clear, that whether a na- 
tion be professedly Pagan, Mahometan or Christian, the acknow- 
ledged ministers of religion have an extensive influence in sup- 
porting or reforming popular customs. And may it not be said, 
that according to their influence must be their responsibility ? 
The Mahometan Priests may encourage war, and not be 
chargeable with violating the principles of their own religion; 
but can this be affirmed ‘of the ministers of the Prince of Peace? 
Does not his heavenly religion lay the axe directly at the root of 
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t e, whose fruit is war? Does it not require of his distiples 
a temper as opposite to the spirit of war, as light is to darkness, 
or as love to hatred ? 2) doe 

May it not then be feared, that from the influence of education 
er some other cause, the ministers of religion in Christesdom 
have failed of daly perceiving and exposing the odious nature 
war, and its contrariety to the peaceful spirit of the Gospel ? 

It may indeed be true, that if every sermon which they have 
preached, something has been expressed or implied in opposition 
to,war. But have they been sufficiently careful to make it under- 
steed, that the = ab of war, and the spirit of the Gospel, are 
at variance? Have they indeed clearly understood this them- 
selves ? And have not many of their hearers been left to imbibe 
or retain the Mahometan doctrine, that those who die in battle, 
Whatever their characters may have been, are safe and happy. 

» By doctrines and promises of this import, the Mahometan 
Priests and military chiefs, have excited soldiers to the most 
bloody and desperate enterprises, And indeed it seems almost 
impossible that rational beings, who expect a future retribation, 
should be induced to hazard their lives and their eternal destiny 
in battle, except under the influence of this er some similar dela- 
sion! But have the clergy of Christendom been safficiently 
eareful to expese and to vindicate this anti-christian principle 4 
Have due exertions been made to impress on the minds of sol- 
diers, as well as others, the danger of dying either in bed or bat- 
tle, with a temper the reverse of nis whodied forthem? {f the 
watchmen in Zion neglect. to give warning, and the sword con- 
tinue its havoc, at whose hands will the blood be required. 

The friends of peace, who now address you, are aware, that 
strong prejudices exist in the minds of many in favor of war, asa 
necessary and justifiable-mode of settling controversies ; and that 
it must be a work of time to eradicate these prejudices, and to ac- 
complish so great a work, as the pacification of a world. Bat 
they believe that the cause, in which they have engaged, is not 
desperate ; that it is a cause which God will own and prosper ; 
and that those who are for them are more than those who are 
against them. If all the ministers of religion, and all the friends 

peace in our country, should cordially unite in one vigorous 
effort, the time may soon come, when the custom of deciding dis- 
putes by weapons of death will be regarded asa savage custom, 
derived from ages of ignorance and barbarity. 

The necessity of the war spirit to the safety of a nation, is the 

reat argument opposed to the friends of peace. But does not 
his spirit expose a nation to the anger of that God, on whom we 
are dependant for all our blessings ? Can any thing be more of- 
fensive to a kind father, than to see his children disposed to mur- 




































der one another? How abhorrent then must it be in the eyes of 
our Heavenly Father, to behold this temper in nations, profess. 
ing the peaceful religion of his Son! Nay, to witness in them a 
disposition to exalt the military profession, as one of the most 
honorable among men, and to give glory to a warrior; in pro. 

rtion to the slaughter and misery which he has caused among 

s brethren. om) 

In what light mist God view the prayers of Christians of dif. 
ferent nations in the time of war? One class calling on him as 
the ‘ Father of Mercies,’ aad in the name of his berievolent Son; 
the ‘ Prince of Peace,’ to grant success to this army ; another 
class calling on the same Father, and in the same pacific name to 

ive success to ‘hat atmy, while each is aiming at the destruc. 

ion of the other! Can any thing be-_more shocking, or more 
anti-christian? If such practices in a people, professing a reli, 
gion which breathes nothing bat love, peace. long suffering and 

rgiveness, be not offensive to God, in what possible way can 
they incur his displeasure ? 

Can it be denied, that ‘ Peace on Earth’ was one object of our 
Saviour’s mission and of the institution of the Christian ministry ? 
If not, shall this object be neglected by the messengers of the 
Prince of Peace ? 

But the temporal peace and welfare of mankind are not the 
Only objects of the ministry ; the true ministers of the Gospel 
ating a still nobler end—the everlasting felicity of their fellow 

ings. Whengthis object is considered, in connexion with the 
temper and practice which is required of men a8 prepdratory to 
the joys of heaven, how infinitely important does it appear, that 
every minister should employ his influence to bring warring pas- 
sions into disrepute, and to excite and cherish the spirit of meek- 
ness, love and peace ? 

Should it be asked, why are Peace Societies recommended at 
this time, when there is so little prospect of another war in our 
country ? the answer is ready : The time of peace is believed to 
be more favorable to the proposed design than a time of war. 
There is ‘less danger that Reeeroksnd efforts will be regarded as 
of a party character, and the minds of men are more tranquil and 
open to receive the light which may be offered on the subject. 

There may be some in our country, who will reluctanily part 
with the delusive pleasure which they have experienced in re- 
hearsing their sanguinary deeds of valor. But we should not 
despair of gaining even these. They are influenced by opinions, 
derived from education and military babits. When they shall 
know that the morality of the spirit of war is called in question 
by many intelligent and virtuous men, and; that multitades re 
focking to the ‘ Standard of Peace,’ they may be led to pause 
and ; and by refleotion, they may become convinced, thet 











#91 


the inhuman slaughtey of brethren, as blameless as, themselves, 
is not so glorious a thing as they once imagined. They may also 
be fedto doubt the safety of appearing at the bar. of Christ with 
the spirit of wac in their bearis, and with -hands defiled with 
blood? 

But however it may be with other classes of society, we can- 
not but indulge the hope, that thece will be a general union of 
the ministers of the Prince of Peace, for the abolition of. war. 
Will not.a moment’s reflection convince them, that they cannot 
preach as Cirist preached, withoui inculcating a temper directly. 
opposed to the spirit with which men fight and kill one another ? 
and they cannot pray as he prayed, without a temper to love and 
forgive their enemies ? ¥ ) 

Will not such considerations be more and more perceived and 
felt, the more the satyect-of war shall be examined ? It certainly 
does not require extraordinary powers of mind ora learned edu- 
cation, to see that war is not made and carried on by that Love 
which ‘ worketh no ill to his neighbor ;’ nor by men’s ‘ doing anto 
others, as they would that men should do anto them ;’ nor by the 
‘wisdom which is from above, which is first pure, then peaceable, 
gentle, easy to be entreated, full of mercy and good fruits, with- 
out partiality, and without hypocrisy.’ Must it not then be evi- 
dent to all, who daly reflect, that war originates in that wisdom 
which is from beneath ; and that it is usually conducted on max- 
ims and with a spirit as hostile to the Gospel as they are fatal to 
the peace and the lives of mankind? | 

The darkness, the sophistry and the delusion, by which men 
have been made to believe that they could be ‘ followers of the 
Lamb’ in making war on each other, is, we trust, rapidly pass- 
ing away. The time, .we hope, is near, when not only minis- 
ters, but all classes of Christians, will be ‘ of one heart and one 
soul’ in ascribing praise to the ‘ God of Peace,’ that they lived to 
see the day in wirch Peace Societies were formed in our land. . 
_ It isnot the wish of the Massachusetts Peace Society, to pre- 
scribe the manner in which tbeir respected brethren can best eé&x- 
ert, their influence in the glorious cause of humanity and peace. 
But aco operation in some form is not only cordially desired, but 
strongly anticipated. , ; 

The constitation of our Society was designed to embrace the 
friends of peace of every name. The Society, is accordingly 
composed of men of different sentiments, both as to politics and 
religion. It is wished that this amiable and.conciliatory princi- 

le may be extended throughout Christendom; and that all. wh 
ove our Lord Jesus Christ, may become united in one grand and 
persevering effort to give peace to the world. er ae fees: 

Having frankly stated our views and our request, we have 
brethren, only to add our wads | sg ad that the God of Peaeé 
t 
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may be with you, and that the spirit of peace may guide every 


measure which you may adopt in relation to the all important 
object which has now been proposed. 


NOAH WORCESTER, Cor. Sec’ry. 
Boston, March 5, 1816. 


A SHORT ACCOUNT 
Of the death of John Beaty.—By J. M. 


Mr. Joun BeArty, son ‘of Mr. Arthur Beaty, was born 
1722, in Maryland. He was brought up in or aboot Lexington, 
Rockbridge county, in Virginia) His parents were members 
of the Presbyterian church, and early taught the necessity of mo- 
rality and virtue; nor was their pious labor in vain For, from 
a child he was mori! and grew in virtue. But although he had 
the form of godliness, he was a stranger to true religion. He 
was cautious of running into out breaking sins; but like too many 
in the world, he rested without the one thing needful. 

In the 21st year of his age, hé married Miss Elizabeth Morris, 
who was a member of the Methodist church. The pious con 
duct of his faithful companion, joined with her frequent exhorte- 
one. brought him seriously to reflect on eternity, and eternal 
things. . 

Lowell recollect his having told me, that when he saw the ne 
cessity of a change of heart, he was so harrassed with false doc. 
trines, that be found it a great hindrance to his finding the salva- 
tion of his soul. And when he went to hear the Methodist 
preachers, he was often disturbed with the shouting of the people, 
and was at a loss to know whether it was of God or of the Devil. 

But it pleased the Lord, at a quarterly meeting, to remove the 
bars of unbelief. He found himself delivered from his errone- 
ges ideas of the plan of salvation ; and he set out in good ear- 

st to find rest for his soul ; and became in a short time, a men- 
ber of the Methodist Episcopal charch. 

. In 1806; he settled in the state of Ohio, Champaign county, 
‘Mad river township, where he became my neighbor, and con- 
tinued to evidence his desire of salvation by ‘ walking in the or- 


dinances of God’s house blameless.’ Although his moral charic- 
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ed was unspotted, he would not claim the blessing of the new 
birch, Sometimes he was ready to-claim the promise ; but again 
he was filled with doubts. His heart was generally tender. I do 
not remember ever to have seen him under preaching, but that he 
shed tears ; and it seemed to be his meat and drink to do the will 
of Ged. He was lively and chee: ful in dis,osition ; but always 
kept in preper bounds. He was respected and beloved by all his 
neighbors and brethren, as a lover of virtue, an affectionate hus- 
band, and a tender father. 

In the summer of 1808, he was taken ill of a consumption; 
which deprived him of the hopeof recovery. ‘This brought him 
seriously to ponder upon eternal things, and to struggie for the 
abiding Witness, While he lay sick, he appeared to sink into the 
will of God ; however, he would say, that if he died without a 
deeper work of grace, he could not be happy. But be would 
st#i! express bis belief, that God would prepare him for eternity. 

On the 7th day of October, 1805, finding himself very weak 
and low in body, and his mind au darkness, he sent for. Mrs. BE, 
B. a sister in the church, to come and see him. At his request 
she came ; and upon enquiring into the state of bis soul, he ob- 
served, that his mind was very dark. and that he was afraid that 
he had never experienced religion. He seemed to be drowsy. 
She began to remind him of having mentioned to her, that at a 
certain time his soul was happy ; she asked him, * can you doubt 
it? After remaining a short time silent, he said, ‘1 cannot 


doubt, E know I was happy ? Then be praised God, and loudly, 


proclaimed what He had done far him, and positively asserted 
that his sou! was sanctified—that gow he was ready to live or die. 
fle aitempted to sing, but his weakness preyenting, he said, 
‘bless the: Lord. Lean shout.’ P 
‘The change in his countenance gave evidence of the joy of his 
heart, and of the gracious work which God had wrought in him. 
He continued to praise the Lord with a smiling countenance He 
said, ‘h wish brother arr was here, for L know he would be 
glad’? He sent a messenger for me; L went to see him. When 
Larrived, [found him shouting and clapping bis hands. I went 
to the bed where he lay: and he cried cut, ‘ My dear brother 
Montgomery, the Lord has blest me, and are you not glad?’ 
Then he took me in his arms, and praised God aloud, and said, 
‘QO! my brother, you have taken great pains for the salvation of 
my soul, and God will reward you ‘* They that are wise, shall 
shine as the firmament ; and they tha: turn many to righteousness 
as the starsof heaven ” ‘I know why it is you preach. Preach 
on, the Lord will reward you.’ I staid with him about two hoors ; 
and then went home. He continued giving praise to God witl- 
out intermission, until about 10 o’clock at night; when he was 
seized with a great oppression if his breast, and a difficulty of 
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breathing. He was asked how he felt; he answered, ‘ worse 
than ever ; but it is of the Lord, and Tecan beav it? He sti 
continued to praise God. . He told his friends that he should die, 
and desired them tod send ter his neighbors. ILutelligence was 
brought me, that brother Beaty was dying- I arose and went in 
haste; and when JT came to him, he was yet p:aising God. 
His soul seemed enanwored with a view of heaven. He said 
‘ I am going to die, and shal! soon praise God in glory.’ Several 
of his neighbors came. He desired all to come to the bed, and 
take their final farewell. ‘Those that were happy in God, he ex. 
horted to prove faithful, and meet him in heaven. He also ex. 
horted the upregenerate with great plaimness ; assuring them that 
they never could be happy without (rue religion. 

He bade all in the house adieu; and told his wife not to mourn 
for him, for ere long he would meet her in heaven: and that the 
Lord wauld provide fur the children. ‘Then he repeated these 
dines : | 
The ravens da'ly He doth feed, 

And sends them food as they bave need ; 
Although they nothing have 10 store, 
Yet as they lack, he gives them more, 


He then requested me to preech his funeral sermon; and men. 
tioned, Rey XXI v. 4. *‘ And God shall wipe away all tears 
from their eyes; and there shall be no more death : neither sor- 
row nor crying, neither shall there be apy more pain : for the 
former things are passed away.’ . 

' He then added, * soon I shallsee sister W * and my bro. 
ther Samuel, for I know he di¢d happy, and bade death wel. 
come. ‘And soon I shall see father Wesley too.” “Then he 
praised God that ever he heard the Methodists preach, and assert- 
ed that the doctrines held and taught by them, were the true 
plan of salvation. | | 

He further said, ‘ I shall soon see the Apostle Paul, the Pa- 
triarchs, Mr. John Rodgers, and all the blessed Murtyrs ; and 
what is better than all, I shall see Jesus’ Then he praised God ; 
and holding up his arms, he said, ‘ these arms will be raised at 
the resurrection.” * ~ 

On the eighth day of October, he continued all day to praise 
God, with «n unabated smile on his countenance, and without 
complaint of pain. and asked the brethren round to sing sucd 
hymns as were suitable to the solemn occasion. On the next day 
he still praised God, though his strength was far spent-and his 
feet cold. | | 


* This woman a few months before died in the neigberhood, in ful! 
assurance of eternal life, 






















‘The time was now at hand in which nataré was to make her 
Jast efforts, and dissolution to take place. His wife asked him, if 
he yet felt Jesus precious to bis séul?. He answered ‘ yes’—and 
made a signal for a parting embrace. Again she asked; * isyour 
soul happy ” He, with « smile, distinetly uttered GLORY.’ 


With what beaatifal fitness, do the words of the poet, become 
the mouth of the dying christian ? ; 


Jesus! the vision of thy face, 
Hath overpow’ring charms! 

Scarce shall f feel death’s cold embrace, 
If Christ be in my arms. 


Now when you hear my heart strings break, 
How sweet the moments roll ! > 

A mortal paleness on my cheek ; 
But glory in my soul. 


Now his visage became wan; his pulse feeble and fluttering; 
and his voice failed him. But his countenance was smiling. 
Then with eyes fixed heavenward, and the presence of God in 
bis soul, he bade adieu to terrestrial cares, and entered into eter- 
nal enjoyment at the right hand of God. 

A coniemplative mind would follew his happy spirit beyond 
the bounds of mortal life; and view him invested with unfading 
glory in the heavenly region; free from the pains and afflictions 
which attend the christian warfare. Such a mind would behold 
him encircled in the s@rrounding amenity of the celestial climate ; 
enjoying the smiles of the Saviour without a dimming veil be- 
tweens and waiting in joyful hope for the resurrection, when 
mortality shail put on immortality, and corruption incorruption, 
and the body shine in ansullied lustre, during the annals of a 
happy eternity. 

* During the funeral services the place seemed traly the house of 
God, to many in the congregation ; while such heavenly rapture 
filled every power of my soul, so that I could scarcely preach. 

May God. grant that I never lose sight of that inestimable 
blessing, or forget the glorious power of His spirit that filled my 
sou! that day, 
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OBITUARY. 


Diep in this town, on the 18th of this instant, Mr. NAwgay 
G@eece ip tie 52d year of his age. He was called away Very 
Sadueniy ; and probably in answer to his prayers. As he endea- 
Vored always to hold himselt in readiness, to trim his lamp, and 
§° forth tognect the b idegroom, at the shortest warning, he had 
desired not to sulfcr a lingering illness. God granted him his 
desire. _ ihe diseusé which te:minated in death, lasted only 
abeut 36 hours; and oaly a small part of this time, he appeared 
te be sensible of suffering. A few hours after he was taken, he 
sunk inte @ profuund sicep, which continued until he expired 

Me. Gregg as a husband was affectionate and kind. ‘The loss 
of his companion, which happened more than three years before 
bis death, was a sdre affliction ; bat he bore it with resignation to 
the will of God. He was a tender father, a good brother, a 
faithful and firm ftiend He was not, however. lke many pa- 
rents, who care only for the temporal interests of their children, 
His great concern fo: his son (for be had only one child) regard- 
ed religion. Some observations made by him not long before 
his death were to this effect, that he would spare no pains in edo- 
cating his s@Min such a way) as would be likely to induce him ta 

me a pious aud useful member of society 

Mr. Gregg, abou 7 years ago, became a member of the Me. 
thodist Episcopal church, in which he remained, an honor to the 
cause of religion, until the time of his death. He professed to re- 
ceive the forgiveness of sins, and the knowledge of salvation, by 
faith in Jesus Christ. He was careful to walk humbiy with God. 
His piety was sincere and deep. He was not less careful to love 
mercy and do justly. We was firm in his integrity, and correct 
in the mora! conduct of his life. . | 

The Sabbath before his death, in coming to the Lord’s table, 
. he was greatly blessed. His cup seemed to run over. He ob- 
, served to his pastor, shortly alter, that God had given him an un. 
common blessing at that sacramental occasion 

Just before he was seized with his last ‘illness, the writer of 
this notice had a long conversation with him. He seemed to be 
in usual health, was cheerful, and appeared to enjoy much peace 
of mind. The conversation chiefly turned on the sualbject of reli- 
gion It was remarked to him, ‘ Brother Gregg, you and [ will 
not suffer long, in this world of affliction and sin!” He replied to 
this effect— Yes ; our afflictions will soon be over I have often 
ied to die—but [ am willing to remain here as long as it is the 
{ God. A few minutes after this conversation, he was takea 
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The disease at first fastened upon him: with’ great violence, 
Though for a few hours he was sensible’ yet he was scarcely 
able to utter any thing distinct. wevér, when. a friend asked 
him a question respecting his sof, he gave some ay ges 
and then said, ** Praise God, praise God.” Blessed are t edead 
who die in the Lord—they rest from their labors, andthe 


works do follew them. 
¥ 


For the Western Christian Monitor. 
Gop 18 NOT MOCKED. 


Sometime in the summer of 1805, it pleased the Lord to"pour® 
but his Spirit upon the people, in the neighborhood of Western- * 
port, in the state of Marylsnd. A number of souls were awak- 
ened and hopefully converted to God, through the instrumentality 
of the Methodist preachers. The spirit of persecution was soon 
stirred up, and many attempts made to extinguish the rising and 
spreading flame. On Christmas day, a party of persecators as- 


sembled pe pore and selected from amongst themselves three 


men, one of whom they denominated a presiding elder, the other 
two, circuit preachers. One of them, in derision of the gospel 
ministry, andertoek to preach to the thoughtless crowd around 
him. And, having for some time entertained his hearers witha 
. most presumptuous and wicked discourse, he published a similar 
meeting, to be held at the same place on New-year’s day, But 
the God of heaven would not suffer his holy cause to be so con- 
temptibly treated with impunity. On the day preceding his ap- 
pointed meeting, he was seized with a violent iiinese, and on the 
third day, in presence of some of those praying persons who had 
been the objects of his scoff and ridicule, he miserably expired, 
with these expressions dropping from his dying lips, Awfal ! 
awful! awful! 
8. H. 
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POETRY. 


* « 


By J— D—., 






& 


Jesus, thou friend of fallen man, 
Display thy mighty power to save, 

That grace which will my soul sustain, 
This moment, Lord, 1 hambly crave! 









QO! teach me in affliction’s hour, 
To think upon thy favors past, 

And know I’m guarded by thy pow’r, 
Which will support while sorrows last. 


















Teach me to fearthy chast’ning rod, 
And for my sins and follies mourn ; 
And weep because I’ve griev’d my God, 
And madé his wrath a moment barn. 


Tis not for me to cry ‘ enough !” 
When more afflictions are in store ; 
And should my path become more rough, 
I must be silent and adore. 


Thousands affliction’s path have trod, 
And now are crown’d in endless light ; 

Lord, why should Irefuse thy rod, 
Or yield to fear when EF shoald fight ? 





How blind these mental eyes of mine ! 
Which thy wise counsels cannot see! 
Lord, burst these clouds, and on me shine, 

Reflect thyself the Deity ! 











The Deity thyself make known, 

Of love, compassionately mild, 
Then, then my soul, before thy throne _ 
Shall cry ‘ Father forgive thy child ? 







Forgive my murmurings, Lord, I pray, 
‘Help me to bear my share of pain, 
That I may live my transient day, 
Thy loving kindness to proclaim, 


And when my san shall cease to roll, 
And time with me’ shall have an-end, 

Then, Father, then receive my soul, 
And be my everlasting friend, 


By J— D—. 


God spake the word, from Chaos rese 
The vast creation’s wondrous plan ; 

But what did most his skill disclose 
Was his own semblance, noble man. 


‘ Let him be in our image made, 

To have dominion o’ér the whole,’ 
The Trinity conjointly said, 

And man became a living soul. 


For him was made the radiant sun, 
T’ illuminate his vast domain, 
Gilad his diurnal course to ran, 


To rise and set and rise again. 


The meaner creatures all were made 
‘To serve him in his happy state ; 

But soon, alas! he was betray’d, 
The vengeance of his foe to sate ! 


Yet planets rol! and suns arise 
To light him to a happier clime ; 
And grace descending from the skies, 
Wakens his soul fo things divine, 
f 
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Grace makes his Paradise below; 
Av Eden of delight and love ; 

And endless bliss God will bestow 

On faithful souls in realms above. 







But nature's laws may still remain, 
And suns dispense their light : 
And grace descend on man, in vain— 
He may refuse to choose the right. 




















THE PILGRIM. 


By 





Tama stranger here below, 

A pilgrim in this vale of wo, 
And bound to Canaan’s land. 
To heav’o I lift my longing eyes, 
And view the city of the skies, 

In pure effalgence stand. 


Inspir’d with thoughts of deathless fame, 
And arm’d with pow’r in Jesu’s name, 

I face my deadly foes ; 
Through armies thick, I cut my way, 
To regions of eternal day, 

Where boandless pleasure flows. 







‘The thoughts of that celestial bliss, 

Comfort my heart in deep distress, 
While in the dreary way ; 

Supported by the arm of God, 

I boldly ran the heav’nly road, 

Nor feel my strength decay. 
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My conflicts soon shali have an end, 

To Salem bright I shall ascend, 
And see my gracious God ; 

And therein glory I shall dwell, 


With Zion’s Prince, Emanuel, 
Who wash’d me in his bload. 
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Witting I yield my mortal breath, 

And give my body up to death, 
Until the jadgment day : 

Then worlds on worlds, involv’d in fire, 

Shall fly before the eternal Sire, 

And nature melt away ! 


This mortal then shall rise and shine, 
In incorruption all divine, 
And fair unfading bloom : 
Then ev’ry one of Adam/’s race 
Shall stand bef.re Jehovah’s face, 
To hear his final doom. 





Behold the sons of sin and pride! 
Can they the awful judge abide, 
Or proudly meet his ire? * 
They hear their doom, and sink to hell, 

In everlasting pain to dwell, 
And roll in seas of fire. 





But lo! the sons of grace divine, 
In robes of light etherial shine 
Bright as the orb of day : 
With songs of joy behold they rise, 
And claim a kingdom in the skies, 
Which never shall decay, 
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In deathiless glory now they share ; 

Translucid crowns of gold they wear, 
In presence of the Lamb: 

They know no more of pain and strife, 

But drink the streams of endless life, 

And shout th’ eternal name. 








+ 






Jos—Cnar. XIV. 






ie Fer Bicente, 


The sons of men. of woman born, 

Have but a transiént day ; 
Afflictions make their spirits fail, 
And hurry them away. 















They open like the morning flow’r; 
But soon they are cut down; 
In the short compass of one hour, 


Their breath and life are gone. 


‘ The time of man on earth is fix’d 
By my decree,’ saith God, 

‘ Sore trouble shall his spirit wound, 
And bow him to my rod.’ 


Tura now thine eyes away from him, 
And let him rest in clay, 

Till he shall, as an bireling, 
Accomplish well his day. 







Néw for a tree there is some hope, 

If it be once cut down, 
The boughs thereof, thro’ waters force 
May rise and spread around. 
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But mortal man is sorely tost 

' Upon life’s stormy sea ; 

Yea, man soon giveth up the ghost, 
» And where, O! where, is he ? 


OQ! would’st thou hide me in the grave 
Until thy wrath be past ! 

O ! that thou would’st my soul preserve 
From endless woe at last! 


When mortals pass Death’s iron gates, 
Shall they e’er leave the tomb ? 

All my appointed time [ll wait 
Until my charge shall come. 


Then thou wilt call and I shall hear ; 
Fa, Lord, thou wilt desire 

To save my body from the grave, 
My soul from endless fire. 


Here thou prevailest against man, 
- Thou dost his visage change ; 
Thou send’st him to another world, 
A world unknown and strange. 


His children unto honor come, 

‘ But that he-knoweth not ; 
Beneath the silent clod he lies, 

‘ * Where all things are forgot.’ 


Man, while he lives, is fall of pain, 
Yea, he must faint and die ; 

But he shall burst the door of death, 

‘ And from his prison fly. 










334 





By W=— K 


Wuewn God at first did man create, 
- His glory to display, 
He form’d him wise, and good, and great, 
To choose and to obey. 


God did not place him in a state 
Incapable of ill, 

Nor force him by resistless fate, 
Which would destroy his will. 


Pow’r to obey or disobey, 
Man freely did receive, 

To choose the good or evil way, 
To truth or falsehood cleave. 


Thus man was made in grandeur great, 
With liberty of will, 

To fix his own eternal fate, 
By choice of good or ill. 


But man, ingrate, did disobey — 
His Maker’s gracious voice ; 
He chose to walk the evil way, 
And made the bad his choice. 


Then ¢arkness fill’d his erring mind, 
He lost his holy will ; 

For it became by sin confin’d 
Within the bouads of ill. 


Sin left bim neither pow’r nor will 
The laws of God to love, 

Nor to reject the ways of ill, 
Or lift his thoughts above. 


But God beheld his misery, 
And, movy’d by sovereign grace, 
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Sent forth his Son to set him free, 
And to redeem his race. 


Preventing grace, thro’ Jesu’s name, 
First gives a gracious will ; 

Then man, assisted by the same, 
May choose the good from ill. 


For if we have a will thal’s free, 
Tis not by Adam’s fall ; 

But by his grace, who, on the tree, 
Did purchase it for all. 


Now those who will, may holy be, 
Upon a Gospel plan ; 

Yet sure it is by mercy-free, 
And not by willin@an, ~ 


THE BREVITY OF LIFE: 


Swift as an artow cuts its way 
Through the soft. yielding air : 
Or as the sun’s more subtle ray, 
Or lightning’s sudden glare ; 
Or as an eagle to his prey, 
Or shuttle through the loom ; 
So haste our fleeting lives away, 
So rush we to the tomb. 


Like airy bubbles, lo! we rise, 
And dance upon life’s stream ; 

Till soon thé air, that caus’d, destroys 
Tt’ attenuated. frame. 

Down the swift stream we glide apace, 
And carry death within ; 

Then break, and scarcely leave a trace 
‘To show that we have been, 
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The man the wisest of our kind, 
- Who length of days had seen ; 
To birth; and death, a time assign’d, 
But none to life between. 
Yet lo! what consequences close 
This transient state below, 
Eternal joys, or, missing those, 
Interminable woe. 
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"PSALM CXXKVII. PARAPHRASED. 










By Badeks streams we_sap and wept, 

For Zion’ rts did rend ; 
Our harps, in tune no longer kept, 
Upon the willows we suspend. 







For there our foes insult us still, 
And, taunting, aggravate our wrongs : 
‘ Captives, display your boasted skill } 
Come, sing us one of Zion’s songs.’ 







The songs of Zion are the Lord’s, 

. And his are all the notes we raise; 

We will not touch the tuneful chords 
Till we can sound them in his praise. 












While Zion lies in ruin still, 
Dare we her dear.remembrance leave ? 
No, first these hands shall lose their skill, | 
These tongues shall to our palates cleave. 


Remember, Lord, how Edom’s sons 

' Proudly confemn’d us in our woes, 

Triumph’d-o’er Zion’s scatter’d stones, 
And urg’d to rage her cruel foes. 


But God will Babylon destroy, 
Her rightgous doom shall none retard : 
And happy he who seestheday, ° 
When she shall meet her due reward. iB. 
















